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Editorial 
We have from time to time suggested that librarians should pool 
experiences in regard to annual eStimates, but there seems to be no 
enthusiasm for the suggestion. If library work is to develop it mus 
be by gently — finance, and nothing helps one librarian 
more than to be able to point to another who is progressing. We 
all tend to wait upon one another. In such a matter as salaries, a 
librarian circulates his colleagues to learn what they are getting; 
and library authorities almost invariably ask, ‘‘ What is paid at So and 
So?” This is a vicious circle which cannot be broken unless librarians 
in consultation can reach a Standard. Perhaps the aGtive London end 
Home Counties Branch of the L.A. will give a lead since the L.A. 
itself is too busy to do so. 
~ * * 
The only difficulty in the matter is that librarians are too prone 
to undervalue, and to allow others to undervalue, their services. 
Museum curators do not suffer from so great modesty, and we can- 
not imagine one of them regarding, say, £750 as a reasonable 
maximum for the chief officer in a town of about emp oom a 
At one time librarians compared themselves with finance in 
the matter of pay; but to-day the very suggestion would make a 
blic authority smile. Librarians should have a scale which is well 
ond their — average remuneration, because it is only tradition 
and not real of means which keeps salaries so low. 
* * 
We are led to these refleGtions by a schedule of salaries issued by 
a London library as the result of an enquiry. In the London Boroughs 
the pay of assistants is chaotic, to say the least. uty librarians 
appear to receive from {£160 with bonus (a remarkable instance of 
underpayi to £500, in three instances, without. The maximum 
appears to be nearer £350, however, on the average, in some cases 
with bonus and in some, of equal importance, without. Branch 
librarians range from £155 and rise in two cases only to £400 or more. 
uniors—who are presumably matriculants, or the library authority 
providing cul-de-sac labour—begin in one place at {26 with bonus 
and, in that place, may rise magnificently to £1 weekly with bonus. 
Other places Start at £25, £36, and some even at £80; only in one 
place is there a Start at {100. These, then, appear to be the limits for 
assistants, and we cannot but conclude that at present librarianship 
is not a career for a man with any worldly ambition—or woman 
either. Men have other ambitions, fo: y, or our public library 
syStem would never have been what it now is. . 
* * * 
The B.B.C. have been endeavouring of late to secure the fuller 
ion of public libraries in the distribution of their programmes 
and in other ways. Libraries can, wisely, we think, a& as distributors 
of B.B.C. literature, especially the Aids to Study pamphlets, which 
contain really good reading lists, on a “ sale or return basis.” But 
even more interesting is the attempt, made notably in Newcastle, 
terms, but statistically. To this end also the Listening Groups now 
in being at Sheffield, Coventry, Croydon and elsewhere may contribute. 
Incidentally we note that Mr. Jast, from Manchester, and Mr. James 
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Ross, the well-known librarian of Bristol, are amongst recent 
library broadcasters ; we may include Mr. Arundell Esdaile on 
“ Epigrams,” and Mr. Galbraith of the School of Librarianship on 
a “record” subje& as others nearly related. Broadcasting is with 
us; the modern librarian will consider wisely how he may make it 
useful in his scheme of things 

. * * * 


Librarians are well aware that books have their fashions no less 
distinguishable than those of costume. Days of romance when every- 
one imitated Weyman, days when the comedy of the middle class 
furnished the chief amusement of drawing rooms, days when the 
poor boy—nourished by Dickens—formed the staple of literary 
industry, and following them the “ pretty lady” became prevalent. 
Fortunately these fashions change. At present we have an almost 

of war-books, one or two of which, however—notabl 
omlinson’s A// Our Yesterdays—are works of art. Librarians will 
keep their balance over such books, which are undoubtedly in man 
cases quite ephemeral. They make their Strongest appeal to f 
who have no personal experience of war—a fac that causes one to 


* * * * 


The Children’s Newspaper grew rather hysterical on War Books 
in its February 1$t issue. Of such books it averred, “ Some of them 
play down to unclean minds ;” and, it continues in italics, “ Will 
it be believed that some of these books are actually being circulated 
through public libraries compulsorily supported by the ratepayers ?” 
Our answer is that it will not be believed by any public librarian. 
The Children’s Newspaper should firs define “ uncleanness” and 
“ filth ”—words which it used remarkably freely in a children’s journal 
—and then specify. Does it dare ? 

A correspondent has drawn attention to the prevalent use of 
postcards by some librarians for communications which ought not 
to be made in so public a fashion. We ourselves have commented 
severely on a librarian who in notifying candidates for an appointment 


of their non-success did so on a d—to the satisfaction of all 
the colleagues of those candidates! ‘‘ Why,” asks our correspondent, 
“ do librarians use printed to acknowledge donations ? Is 


it not bad business?” F. y, we think it is. Again, “‘ Why do they 
recall overdue books and demand payment of fines on postcards ? 
We do not know, unless it is because this is a cheap way. Postcards 
have their place in human correspondence, but they should be used 
only for impersonal things. Overdue notices are regarded as very 
personal by their recipients. The matter is worth bettering. 

On another we print the list of names of those who have 
obtained the Diploma of the Library Association during 1929. In 
this connection we have received an interesting note informing us 
that the Brentford and Chiswick Urban Distri& Council have ved 
that for the future all Assistants in the Libraries and Museums Depart- 
ments shall be awarded an honoraria of {10 on ining four certi- 
ficates of the Library Association and £25 on securing the full diploma. 


thin! 
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A New Stimulus to Reading 


THE WIRELESS DISCUSSION GROUP. 
By Mary Wa ron, B.A., Sheffield Public Libraries. 


SEVERAL enquiries have been received here in Sheffield regarding the 
cost and method of organisation of a Wireless Discussion Group, 
and these notes are intended to offer the experience of Sheffield to 
Librarians who may be con lating the organisation of a 

Let it be that Sheffield was not pioneer in this wor 
Groups were in operation in Coventry and Newark long before ¢ an 
enthusiastic B.B.C. official asked the Sheffield Libraries to try out the 
idea. 


An experimental was organised in the Walkley Branch 
on January 22nd, 1929, and it soon became clear that a really pro- 
duétive field in which the Libraries and the B.B.C. could work together 
had been found. Sheffield had made three previous _ 
discover such a field, but they had all ended in uncompromising 

The first was without exception the Sheffield Public Libraries 
most unsuccessful publicity production. This was a printed folder 
of books _— with the B.B.C. talks. 2,000 copies were printed for 
free issue, and —_— refused to take it from the publicity counters. 

This was followed by broadsheet bibliographies on seletted 
eg Here again the response was poor, and the idea was 


» third experiment was a series of special exhibitions in all 
mS Lee On checking the issues of 
the books, it was found that the majority had been read more freely 
== left on their normal shelf locations. 

t seemed from this ce that the public was not 
was felt thet the two bodies should, and could, find some way of 
helping each other’s work, and the suggestion of Group discussions 
was sincerely welcomed. : 

everything was done to give the Group a chance of success. 
There were needed a suitable Branch, a suitable Leader, a suitable 
series of Talks, and, of course, a sufficiency of members. The Branch 
selected was fortunate in having had enthusiastic and intelligent library 
service over a long period of years. This faétor later proved to be an 
important one: its absence is sufficient to weaken the experiment. 
In obtaining a Group Leader, the Library had the fortune to 
secure the willing help of a gentleman with ideal qualifications for the 

post—catholic reading, wide tolerance and a sympathic knowledge, 
long aud Sash, of the indus- 
trial worker. Such a combination of qualities is rare, but probably 
that the Leader should be in sympathy with one in it. The 
Talks selected were the series on “ The Modern Outlook—How it 
which seemed most likely to 


180 THe Lrsrarr Worip 


But the greater of the work of gathering members was done 
to be interested in Group. 

The room in which the ings were to be held was re-decorated 
and curtained; several copies the books recommended were 
obtained, and displayed in room; and all members were allowed 
to borrow them in any number on special privilege tickets, either 
after the discussion or at any time when the Library was open. Note- 
books, pencils and copies of the Aids to Study pamphlet were provided. 
It was desired that a free and friendly — should prevail at 
the aa so speakers remained seated smoking was allowed. 
Nobody felt obliged to speak, but every remark was received as a 
serious contribution to discussion, and it was the aim of the 
Librarian and the Group Leader that every member should feel 
himself at liberty either to express opinions or to seek those of others. 

The experimental Group was a complete success. But, as is the 
way of experiments, it produced a different result from the one which 

been The y* was not, perhaps, exaétly the sort of 
thing for which the B.B.C. had hoped. It never became a real study 
Group. Its personnel changed constantly; the discussions were in 
no sense learned ones; and it was apparent that the majority of the 
members had no interest in close or consistent Study. They talked 
round the subje&, and frequently left it. They came, not to under- 
take a definite course of study, but to talk and to hear others talking. 

The Discussion Group had, in faé, established itself as a new 
aGtivity with iar charaCteristics. It became a meeting-ground 
for the friendly exchange of ideas between people of all ages and 
interests. Its members included teachers, clerks, teel-workers, 
labourers, University graduates, housewives, shop assistants and 
clergymen, and the ages varied from 15 to 70. Each Group included 
a considerable pr — of women. Some of these people had no 
itn on the wild under discussion; many of those who had had 
little skill in expressing them. But the clumsiest efforts were listened 
to with interest; members who in more formal conditions would 
have been frozen into silence found themselves talking sensibly ; 
class differences disappeared in the interest. It was a deligh 
tribute to the levelling influence of the library service to hear a young 
man endeavouring to express an idea in rough English, and to find his 
idea received as a new impetus to the trend of the discussion. The 
Group was alive ; and during the second series of talks, which imme- 
diately followed the first, it progressed towards a real climax of interest. 
The subje@ of this second series was “ Some Modern Utopias,” by 
Mrs. Barbara Wootton, and it proved more successful than the first 
in every way. Statistics of attendances and books issued at each of 
these Groups are given below. The subjeé& was particularly stimulating 
to discussion; and at the conclusion of the Group a Webate was 
arranged in the Junior Library on “ Is a Utopia Possible?” The two 

tlemen who had undertaken the duties of Group leaders opened 
Section and although little notice was given an audience of 120 
A motion that 

Groups be continued the following winter was iasti 


d 


| 
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Average per 

Firft Group Total mecting 
No. joining in discussion 19 
Books issued ..... 20 

Sesond Group 
Attendance... 212 35 
No. joining in discussion oe ied . 124 a1 
Books issued ..... 23 
Total attendance at both Groups em wil — 
Books issued .... _..... an 260 


21 

In September, 1929, another Group was formed at W: The 
members listened to the series of Talks on “‘ The M of Ethics,” 
by Professor W. G. de Burgh, and to the series on “ Min and Body,” 
by Dr. William Brown, and a steady interest was maintained. La 
winter’s t had proved so successful that a second 
was Hillsborchgh Branch. The able leader of the firk 
Group at Walkley gave his services as leader at Hillsborough, and 
the same wireless set was used for both Libraries. The Group 
to the Talks on “‘ England in the Middle Ages,” by Dr. G. G. ‘Coulton, 
and to those which followed on “ Life and Labour in England from 
Elizabeth to Anne,” by Mr. A. V. Judges. This Group differed in 
many respe&s from the one at Walkley. Its numbers were much 


fewer; but the majority attended ly, and the percentage of 
people joi in the discussion was very high, every person present 
speaking at last meeting of the session. There were very few 


ladies in this Group, and the members were mainly people interested 
in industrial conditions from the t of view of the worker. It is 

ible that many who attended the first meeting were somewhat 
Fightened by the subject, which needed closer study than most of 
them were prepared to give. The Talks were informative rather than 
challenging, but each formed the starting point for an intelligent dis- 
cussion of social problems ———_ and at the end of the session 
it was almost unanimously decided by the Group to listen to the two 
series which will continue the subje@& of economic and industrial 
history in the New Year. 

This decision of the Group itself is a new devel It is 
intended gradually to withdraw the library direftion of the Groups 
and leave them to be administered by sele&ted members. Both at 
Walkley and at Hillsborough the aaen of the Groups themselves 
decided what subje& they otters like to follow when the meetings 
began again, and at each Group a small committee was formed to 
dire& its a€tivities and if possible widen its influence. 

The following are the statistics for the session just ended :— 


Walkley Hillsborough 
14 Group 2nd Group Group 2nd 
Total attendance... _..... 216 170 126 
Average pertalk... 36 28 21 
Number say ‘gdp discussion 115 100 76 69 
Average pertalk... 19 16 12 11 
Total issue of books _...... 75 87 26 21 


Average per talk ..... can 12 14 4 3 
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It has been mentioned already that one wireless set serves for 
both libraries. The set which was purchased by the Committee is a 
Phillips ;-valve all-mains, with a Melodia loud speaker, and it is easily 
carried from one library to the other. It is fed from existing wiring, 
and consumes a negligable amount of current. 


The total cost of instruments was a 
Phillips All-mains set _..... 17 
oo 


Once the Lib is equi , the only expense incurred is the 
cost of licenses. The Be sa snr Group was run with a borrowed 
set, and it is probably advisable not to expend the initial outlay until 
the Group has proved itself likely to continue. 

Despite the enthusiasm of the Hillsborough members for industrial 
history, it is generally felt among the listeners that the evolution of the 
existing Groups and the plans of the B.B.C. do not follow the same 
course. Experience has proved that in Sheffield at least the idea of a 
“ Study ” Group—that is, a body settling down to a definite course 
of reading and undertaking to function as a class—must be abandoned. 
The type of Group developing here as a result of the experiment is 
the “‘ Discussion ” Group, in which the members meet for the exchange 
of views which will first Stimulate thought and later a desire to read, 
and which needs as a starting point a provocative talk. Now three 
characteristics go to make a series of talks ideal for this purpose. 
Each talk should be followed with ease by members who have not 
heard the previous ones; each should bristle with controversial 
points regarding — interesting to the average person; they 
should be delivered from a popular rather than an academic standpoint. 
This ideal was most nearly approached by “‘ Some Modern Utopias,” 
and the statistics as well as the opinions expressed by the listeners in 
conversation show that this was the most popular of the series tried in 
Sheffield. Where the talks are of a definitely instru€tive nature, the 
Groups will consist entirely of people already fairly well educated. 
At Walkley several such members formed a small Group amongst 
themselves, and listened without library dire€tion to the talks on “‘ How 
the World Began ” and “ The Origins of Life,” and it is certainly not 
intended to negle& the interests of the Student in Sheffield. 
ments are being made to tune in the set to the Language talks, so 
Students of French, German and Spanish may use the room and listen ; 
but it is not proposed to hold discussions in connefion with these 
talks. The Discussion Groups are not intended for students alone, or 
primarily for students at all. It is hoped to attraét to them people 
who have neither read nor thought, and to bring them into friendly 
conta& with peo who have. The leéurer, as well as the Leader, 
should be one of these friendly le ; his approach to his subjeé, 
whatever it is, should be one Avy pd ll be understood by the very 
average person; and the subjeé itself should be one in which average 
persons can take interest, about which they can take sides. There 
is no need to “ talk down” ; few subjefis will not lend themscives to 
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suitable treatment by leturers who really understand such an audience. 
There is no doubt that as a stimulus to reading the Discussion Group 
has wide possibilities; it has even wider ibilities as a Stimulus 
broad But these possibilities will hardly be realised if the talks 

the B.C ean oaly be discussed by people who have 


A Broadside against Bigwigs 


Notes on Book Reviewing for the 
dele&ation of Librarians —- ir Staffs by 
STANLEY SNAITH (Bethnal Green Public Library). 
TURNING to ficti find ie rather i 
non-fition, we more promising, 
though far from satisfacto A large number of the critics in this 
suffer from one ‘four defe&ts: ignorance, carelessness, 
prejudice, sheer incapacity. (From this charge I exempt, as a matter 
of course, The Times Literary Supplement.) \f anyone thinks this an 
overstatement, let him look attentively at the review pages -_- 
us say—The Observer, The Sunday Times, and The , ae 
bulwarks of the two first-named are, as everyone Shoe, tie an 
and Mr. MacCarthy. Very fitly have I named them “ bulwarks ” ; 
for does not the word suggest stolidity, unchangeableness, downright 
woodenness ? And are not these the distinguishing charaéteristics of 
Mr. MacCarthy and Mr. Squire? Mr. Squire has a knack, which 
amounts to genius, of writing two columns about a book without 
managing to say a single enlightening word, either about the book 
or its subject. This requires & special skill.’ I will say this for Mr. 
Squire, he is a born writer: his essays are good of their kind, and 
several of his poems are among the finest of the century. But he can 
never be a reviewer of more than average authority simply because he 
lacks the critical equipment, and because, it would appear, he is not 
closely enough in touch with books. However cunningly he may 
cover up his deficiencies, his enthusiasm over such poetasters as Mr. 
Kendon and Mr. Marjoribanks gives the game away. Of Mr. 
MacCarthy’s Sunday articles the same may be said, with the rider that 
Mr. MacCarthy is much less skilful than Mr. Squire. Only a week or 
two ago he turned himself into a “ source of innocent merriment ” 
when trying the Watts-Dunton kind of hocus-pocus on Mr. Yeats. 
The London Mercury (alas, a noble periodical once) is by common 
consent the summit and summation of current critical vices. Mr. 
Twitchett on poetry, Mr. Shanks on fiction, Mr. Herring on films, 
Mr. Wilkinson on biographies, are as extraordinary a batch of bigwigs 
as could be found anyw: The dulness of The London Mercury is 
not merely a negative quality—as in The Spectator and John O' London's 
Weekly—it is a positive, a grandiose achievement ; it has something of 
the sanctity of the dust on a sarcophagus. 
To put aside personalities and consider the subje& 
Few reviewers ever know what other books their author has written, 
or show any sign of being acquainted with previous works on the 
subject. This (especially from a librarian’s point of view) is a serious 
defe&, for such ignorance leads reviewers to praise as original works 
books which are mere réchasffés, ot, sill worse, ou cribs. 
Only las month a reviewer expressed the naive opinion a certain 
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ity. (Mr. Herbert Read’s review of Ali 
on the Weftern Front was the only valuable one, so far as I know, 
English press: Mr. Reid knew what he was talking about. 
not labour these charges. Enough to say that, within 

they are irrefutable. 

As for carelessness, I will have no difficulty in driving this point 
How often does a reviewer take the trouble to point out that 
a work studded with proper names and references is without an index ? 
Yet such a monstrosity is like a street without numbers. How often 
does he inform us that a book claiming to be up-to-date is really 
=F ; udice second I thinking of 

In enumerating prejudice as my item I am not thinki 

log-rolling. This common enough in all conscience, particularly among 
the Bloomsbury cliques— 


“ Praise me, and I'll render thanks ” ; 
Said Edward Shanks to De la Mare, 
“ You praise me, and call it square.” 
But I would rather confine myself to the natural, instin@ive prejudice, 
the outcome of personal opinions and habits of thought, from which 
none of us (unless perhaps Mr. Einstein) are wholly free. Mr. Graves’s 
old reviews of verse in The Nation, delicious though they were, are 
use it occurred in a critic of real intelligence, in whom common- 
sense is almost a lyrical quality—-was Mr. Leonard Woolf’s article on 
Practical Criticism, by 1. A. Richards. Mr. Woolf’s habitual democratic 
perme sae the mentality of the upper classes (a quite healthy attitude) 
caused him to communicate a misleading impression of the value of the 
critical “ protocols ” collected in that book. Similarly Mr. T. S. Eliot 
in reviewing Mr. Bertrand Russell’s Why I am not a Chriffian (in The 
Criterion) was prevented by his Roman Catholic prejudices from givi 
the book even common justice ; and what promised to be a review of 
authors of genuine calibre suffer years of critical neglect. While it 
influence again) to exalt Mr. Humbert Wolfe his vestry-guard of 
ical spinsters, it is not unnatural that the work of such a poet as 
. A. J. Young, whose verse is a little less beautiful than 
Thomas’s, should go , and is likely to do so for a long time 
to come. (A Shropshire Lad took twenty years to pierce the bigwigian 
hides.) Miss W s Genesis was a better poem than The Land, 
but the rahjahs of the school did not see fit to praise it, so it 
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\. any librarian could have named 
» frequently allotted to reviewers 
—s vy be, are palpably neq ipp d to 
w The Bloomsbury log 
a Never sticks in a bog, 
4 Like Byron’s ocean— 
oe Gentle Georgians, meek and mild 
* satirised in the famous lines : 
7 Said De la Mare to Edward Shanks, 
ds 
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passed into obscurity. The critics of the war days prattled so 
of mother’s-darling rhymsters (no names necessary) that only now is 
ing realised that the most serious literary losses of the war were 
Times eo plement gave Eminent Victorians about six lines. 
so is Mr. Guedella, so the balance is still imperfe&. It has often been 
that the insensitiveness of critics to new creative work is 
explained by the faé that they are not usually creative artists themselves; 
the Mr. Blunden is only one instance 
out of many, of creative artists becoming reviewers and failing to do 
anything more useful than fill a column with bee-yewtiful prose. 
For technical books, we have the technical For belles- 
lettres the best we can do is to pin our faith to The Times Literary Supple- 
iterary periodi It its ts. It tends to prudery. 
scholarship and comprehensiveness and thoroughness. The Criterion 
also ranks = It does not aim at comprehensiveness. But its 
reviews, ti 


i 
ions, are wonderfully subtle and stimulating. Let any d 


the inestimable advantage over every other periodical of a staff who are 
undisguisedly enthusiastic about literature—and, what is more, about 
current life and thought. They are not afraid to call a silly book a silly 
book ; they are trained writers every one ; snidupemdimtiianal 
space in which to move. The result is that every page is a stimulation 
to the mind. After The Criterion (quite a long way after) I sugges 
The Nation, The Saturday Review, and Life and Letters. There are other 

a neler ough claiming to review books, have about as much 
critical authority as The Tailor and Cutter’s art criticism. In other 
words, they are useless, nugatory, dud. 

Not the least disappointing thing about reviewers is their complete 
indifference to the format of books. They have, naturally, enough wit 
to observe and to comment that a book like the Fanfrolico is 
somewhat different from the usual trade-printed editions of the English 
classics. But more commonly they appear to be totally indifferent ; 
to be as satisfied with one of those depressingly ugly things which 
Messrs. Hurst and Blackett choose to regard as books, as wi — 
of intelligent craftsmanship by Messrs. Chatto and Windus. is is 
greatly to be regretted ; for constant reminders from the press would 
do much to make publishers realise the truth of Bierce’s words “ A 
book can never be too beautiful.” 
ah Much has been said in disparagement of the old Quarterly reviews ; 


This for the Quarterly claim, 

It did not grudge its praise or blame ; 
Its views of Tennyson or Tupper 
Lagted from breakfast until supper. 


turn up The Criterion’s review of Elizabeth and Essex, a small master- 
piece of the critic’s craft; or the series of essays, extending over 
several months, on Shaw’s Intelligent Woman’s Guide. The Criterion has __- 
e 
UM 
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Its reviewers certainly laid to with a will. Nowadays far too many 
books are published ; as the number increases the space allotted to 
reviewers dwindles, with the result that serious and even monumental 
works are polished off in a column or less ; novelists and poets* are 
unceremoniously shovelled together in baker’s dozens; the bad and 
the good rub shoulders, and all is confusion. There can be no ape 
for improvement until it is appreciated that the selection of books for 
review needs to be rigorously curtailed. Incompetent reviewers 
cannot be dealt with by John Dadd’s method, as most of them write 
anonymously. But no k should be given to a reviewer until his 
intimacy with the subject has been verified. At least four novels a 
week should be given a hearty dressing-down, and superlatives per- 
mitted once a year only, after mature consideration. All books should 
be assessed in their corre relationships, the ephemeral to be stri€tly 
treated as such. Careless or tasteless format in all cases to be sternly 
criticised. Comment to be made upon absence or insufficiency of 
indexes. Theme, scope and atti of every book to be clearly 


A counsel of perfeétion ? Indubitably. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

May I, in this first letter to you, congratulate you on your courage 
in suStaining the incredible charge of Callimachus that you have been 
capable of the heroic feat of Struggling through the 

TESTAMENT OF BEAUTY 
in the fleeting moments left you by your frantic search for genius in 
the bathos of contemporary English music? It is a Strange and 
forlorn conception of our job which makes a librarian try to sustain 
the i sible task of being at once a business-man keeper of books 
and a literary critic. Honesty, my Eratosthenes, is a rare virtue, and 
intelle&tual honesty a fragile and exquisite flower which does not find 
the atmosphere breathed by adult educationalists and librarians a 
wholesome and invigorating one. The critics, astonished by the 
amazin e of an poet, whose voice has been somewhat 
muffled of late, bursting suddenly into song (if somewhat throatily), 
have allowed sentiment to overcome for a time their critical faculty ; 
and in this evanescent burst of emotion all the intelleG@tual snobs have 
joined. In the “ Observer” recently, Power writes the first honeét 
review of “‘ The Testament of Beauty.” He says, as many of us think, 
that by far the ter portion of the book is prose, and turgid prose 
at that. That there are patches of poetry in it, that there is a calm 
majesty in the Laureate’s full and mature philosophy, no one denies ; 
and failing a effery in these emasculated times, the poem will probably 
continue to be a topic of conversation among librarians who don’t 
understand it and are willing to be spoonfed in their evaluation of 
literature, until it finds its real place and jostles the works of Erasmus 
Darwin as a forgotten literary tragedy. 
* I particularly sympathise with the shockingly treated. 

is not uncommon to see as 
I know a poet who plumes hi receiving the shortest review ever bestowed 
on a writer: “ The same is true of Mr. ——.” 


te 
‘ 
‘will defined . . . 
‘ 
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Deutvs, 
having recently been discovered by the mob, is found to possess 


powers of genius long unsus Frantic and uncritical crowds 
of concert-goers indulge in an orgy of exotic sentiment when his 
works are performed ; the same audi would have listened unmoved 


to the same music ten years ago. Probably most of them are now 
ecStatically cheering the inanities of “‘ Darling, I love you.” I heard 
much Delius, Eratosthenes, in those spacious days before the war when, 
no doubt, you were still busy in your enthusiastic if somewhat unprofit- 
able search for genius in English music ; and I find the present adula- 
tion of him distin@ly amusing. But then the sheep-like qualities of 
the human race are apparently not limited to librarians, as in my 
innocence I have sometimes thought; and your patriotic support 
of Delius and Elgar as the two greatest composers of the contemporary 
world is perhaps a measure of your remoteness from the intelleual 
movements of the day. You insist so strongly on my youth that I 
am hoping to be able to convince myself of its truth; in your turn, 
I beseech you to resist the corroding influence of senility in case in 
our dotage you may feel called upon to produce a new Testament of 
Seespae horrible which I, for one, would gladly s you. 
So Stoke Newington has protested, in the name of few hun- 
dred inarticulate but sensible librarians who ignore the 


New Book AGREEMENT, 
against the dubious way in which the thing was done, and Mr. Savage 
is reduced to mere quibbling in his reply. For myself, I have found 
a delightful irresponsibility in the affair on the part of the Library 
Association. The spectacle of a group of gentlemen on the platform 
at the Annual Meeting bringing forward, quite seriously, this Agree- 
ment for approval—but not criticism—had a distin& touch of comedy 
in it. I liked the superb self-confidence of Mr. Esdaile in babbling 
about an agreement concerning book buying, when he is fortunately 
in a - where the hurly-burly of competitive trading passes him by, 
and he can pursue the even tenor of his academic way untroubled 
by business-men committees who ask us offensive and pertinent 
questions about discounts to large buyers of books. The events which 
led up to this astonishing Agreement were in themselves food for 
laughter. Mr. Doubleday and other amateur diplomatists of the 
Library Association creeping about in a musical comedy atmosphere 
of secrecy whispering “‘ Hush! Hush!” ; the portentous leaders in 
the “ Publishers’ Circular”; the breathless pause which preceded 
the Annual Meeting ; all made us nurse a faint hope that at last the 
Library Association might do something useful. Certainly few were 
prepared for the surrender of a 
VrraL PRINCIPLE 

which the Agreement makes. 

To receive a discount less than that already obtained by efficient 
libraries we are to undertake to create a great deal of additional clerical 
work by keeping separate records of “‘ new” and other books; we 
are to undertake to supply any details the trade may require; we are 
to be — on by fellow librarians to see that we behave ourselves ; 
the Library Association boldly undertakes responsibility for our 
immortal souls and gratefully accepts the sordid business of attempting 
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to maintain a co itself and based on no known 
Glasses Of books even so those 
. q who previously paid ted shall be back to the net book 
_ y net we to the net 
q position in a topsy-turvy world where every librarian is a policeman 
‘ : and each bookseller an angel dis favours. 
a But note with what unétion these are showered on us. 
promising to become 
it must be striven for 
t after a complete purging of the old Adam of free trading. The Con- 
: of Rites will examine our claims and duly register them ; 
{ and when finally these claims have been fully pondered in solemn 
le conclave we shall be admitted to the ranks of the beatified who have 
f qualified for the halo of ten per cent. minus. 
a Such, Eratosthenes, is the Library Association engaged on one 
iF. of the mot vital issues ‘of librarianship, and I, for one, am impelled 
ae irresistibly to the conclusion that if this Agreement is a measure of 
xp the Library Association’s capacity to undertake negotiations requiring 
— anything more than an 


Bustness CAPACITY, 

7. 2 it would be much better employed in concentrating on the intricacies 

i : of the old game of “ scratch my back and I'll scratch yours,” 

: = at which it has had such signal success in the past. 

Your hopes for 1930, Eratosthenes, will find an echo in all of us, 
4 even though we may not be able to persuade ourselves into your 
h State of cheery optimism. Perhaps the most hopeful pointer for the 
a future is your statement about large number of 

WoMEN 

entering our profession. The men have made such a hopeless muddle 

a of it that it is almost impossible that women could do worse, and in 

—— this somewhat negative faith I foresee a possible intelli move 

rites, forward by the library profession a tation hence. females 

-. on my own Staff are easily superior to the males in intelle€tual capacity ; 
oe their weakness lies in their ilure to avoid the lure of marriage, with 

a the result that an ap incidence of casualty occurs each year. 
be i But then my fatal habit selecting females who are decorative as 

a well as is probably responsible, and it would be churlish to 

y criticise discerning young men who also ive the merits of this 
So - admirable waitin? see that a Miss has awakened to the 

oF need for comfort and beauty in libraries. All. onour to Miss Exley 
for publicly announcing what some of us have been pradtising for 
several years. The virtues of 


Decorative TREATMENT 
4 in furniture design, colour combination and ornament in libraries 
are obvious ; and why dirt, 
a and decadent respectability s held to advance the use of books 
con Candidates for a Library Routine 
examination should be compelled to visit the largest stores and get 
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ideas from them in attraGtion as an aid to ip, and every 
s as awful a sin as a bad catal entry. We have erected an impres- 


motives of conta& between books and readers. In the course of my 
library experience I have visited very many libraries. From most of 
them I emerge feeling that were I a citizen of those towns wild horses 
would not drag me to them; and usually the best advertised systems 
are the worst. 

A cynic said to me recently, “‘ There are 


Two Types or LisraRiANs— 

the one who becomes a great man, and the one who does his job— 
and the former is the more important.” Therefore, Eratosthenes, if 
you desire to become one of the big noises in our profession, see to 
it that your voice is heard regularly over the ether and in the le&ure 
room ; acquire the arrogance and conceit which is popularly supposed 
to represent “’Varsity tone”; never be silent because the subje& 
under discussion is unfamiliar to you; assume the 
a nut located un tongue (S int, | am 
circumstances do any work in your library. Observe all these things, 
Eratosthenes, and your name will be spoken of in tones of awe; your 
Committee will increase your salary; the ratepayers of your town 
will refer to you with poe and you on obtain a seat on 
the Council of the Library Association make Agreements with 
the Book Trade. Yours, SAPHENES. 
[We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 

“ Lerrers oN Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THe Lisrary Worp.] 


Library Topics 

[The Editor Lrprary would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional intereft relating to their Libraries 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial O, 
not later than the firft day of each month.) 


distriés which came into the Borough when Brighton was enlarged 
in May, 1928, it was decided by the Pavilion and Library Committee 


to provide Library . The RorrincpEAN 

at Rottingdean. It was on Monday, December 16th last, 
Alderman Cowley, J.P. Worship the Mayor (Councillor H. W. 
Aldrich), who was by the Mayoress, was in the Chair, 


Library Committee), explained a number of details relating to 
Branch and governing the borrowing of the books. The Room 


us of our own cleverness; and we have neglected to study the vital 
4 
2 
2 
. 
> Brighton 
In conneétion with Rottingdean and Moulsecoomb, two of the 
man | ard > Wawil 
| the 
was 
Ul 
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open on three evenings in the preceding week for the issue of i 
cation Forms, etc. 1,200 books were sent out from the Central Library 
to the , including 600 fiétion, 300 juvenile works and 300 non- 
fi&tion. Prior to the opening, in addition to placing advertisements 
in the Local Press drawing attention to the proposed new Depot, 

ial explanatory leaflets were also issued. The Movutsecooms 

, which is housed in Moulsecoomb Place, an old Manor House 

recently acquired by the Brighton Corporation, was on Satur- 
day, December 218t last, by Flis Worship the Mayor of Brighton, who 
was again acco: ied by the Mayoress. Alderman J. Lord 
Thompson, J.P., i of the Pavilion and Library Committee, 
was in the Chair. The Right Honble. Arthur Henderson, M.P., 
Foreign Secretary, was also present and gave a short address in which 
he stated that the provision of Public Libraries was one of the means 
of developing a higher standard of intelligence which in turn resulted 
in a higher standard of life. Similar steps to those at Rottingdean were 
taken to advertise the new Depot and for the issue of explanatory 
leaflets. The Moulsecoomb Depot was provided with 1,500 books. 

6 to 8, Rottingdean on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and Moulse- 
coomb on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. The books will be 
changed at frequent intervals. 

A Depot has already been established in the ParcHam distri. 
At present, by arrangement with the East Sussex County Lib 
Authorities, the books are issued by the local Schoolmaster in acco 
ance with the County Library Scheme, the Brighton Corporation paying 
the necessary expenses. It is hoped at an early date to stock this depot 
with books from the Central Library in a similar manner to the new 
Rottingdean and Moulsecoomb Depots. 


Coventry 

The Coventry Public Libraries have changed the title of their 
magazine to the Coventry Bookshelf. Changing the name has, however, 
not made any difference to the value and quality of the make-up, which 
is excellent. The Coventry magazine is one of the best we have seen, 
and we must confess we do enjoy being “Among the New Books.” 


Croydon 

On February 3rd a library for children was opened in the Norbury 
Manor School Hall with an initial stock of 1,000 volumes. This is 
to serve all children in the distri@ of Norbury until the new branch 
library there is open next year. The policy of Croydon has been to 
supplement its Junior Libraries with libraries in schools which are 
too far removed from them for children to walk the distances. Such 
libraries are in the Bynes, Shirley and Waddon Schools, and there is 
a library in the village hall at Addington. 

Mr. W.C. Berwick Sayers contributes the first of a series of articles 
on the “ Romance of ydon” to the current number of the 
Readers’ Index. Another i ing feature is “A bey oe Day in the 
Lending Department,” written by Mr. Fred Barlow, the Librarian-in- 
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Lancaster Museum Excavations 

THESE excavations were first commenced on the 3rd-sth Odtober, 
1927, at the “ Wall.” They arose out of a desire to have this 
wall scheduled the Ancient Monuments A& and the necessity 
of ascertaining its nature before this could be done. The result was 
to prove it Roman. 

Further work from the 7th-11th November of the same year 
in the Vicarage Field discovered Roman trenches there and as a 
result the “ Wery Wall” and the earthworks on Castle Hill have 
been scheduled as Ancient Monuments under the A& of 1913. 

It was considered that these results justified further work in 
the field, and excavations were carried out with ten men during the 
first two weeks of O&ober, 1928, with results that materially added 
to our general knowledge of these important defences. 

The excavations this year were begun on the 23rd September 
and lasted until the sth Oéober, with 8 to 10 men engaged in the 
“ dig.” Work has been carried on at two points, in the Vicara 
Field, as in former years, and at a spot immediately east of the Ch 
At the latter spot it was hoped to find a continuation of the massive 
wall that was found under the Chancel during alterations carried out 
in 1911, a description which, together with a set of plans, was published 
by the late Mr. Austin, the archite&. Unfortunately nothing was 
found that could definitely be conneéted with this wall. The excava- 
tions were carried to a depth of seven feet six inches below the surface, 
when the undisturbed boulder clay was reached. Above this was 
an irregular bed of cobble stones in transported clay containi 
fragments of charcoal. It was not, however, possible to conne 
this certainly with the foundations of the wall in question. The soil 
above contained a mixed deposit of Roman and Medizxval pottery, 
in which the former predominated and covered a period rangin 
from the second century to the fourteenth. One find of speci 
interest was a silver coin, but so badly burnt that it is not at present 
of Hadrian or Antoninus 


In the Vicarage Field the aim of the work was to obtain con- 
firmation of the conclusions suggested by last year’s work, and to 
this end four additional trenches were cut. Three of these were 
designed to cut through the ramparts and ditches as nearly as possible 
at right angles, while the fourth was carried along the boundary fence 
next to the Vicarage Lane, in the hope, which was not realised, of 


the ditches and ered 

Ina way i famparts now uncov agree 
with the previous discoveries, but there are indications that -he 
defences were remodelled at least be during the fourth century, 
since two of the ditches were proved to have been filled up during 
that period as is shown by the pottery and coins found in the deposits. 
It may be said now that in the south-western half of the portion of the 
field covered by the earthworks the defences i of two, and 
in one place three, series of ramparts with ditch in front, the whole 
apparently flanking the cobbled roadway leading up the hill through 


ftriking the wall of some building, this part of the field being the 
far from the main to make such a 
UN 


All the “ feds” from the res ive i 
plans, phot hs, and printed records, will be permanently exhibited 
and Stored in the Lancaster Museum. 

The Museum Committee were again fortunate in having the 

advice and guidance of Professors R. NewStead, F.R.S., M.Sc., 
F.E.S., and J. P. , M.A., of Liverpool University. 


Leeds 
A third series of the “ What to Read” pamphlets, issued by the 
Leeds Public Libraries, is to be Published this year, and the following 
R. 


“ Geography,” by Prof. J. F. U , M.A., D.Sc. ; * Phil- 
osophy,” by C. Delisle Burns, M.A., D.Litt. 

“ Good-Bye to All That” is the title of an article to Leeds 
Business Men issued as No. 8 of the Leeds Commercial Bulletin. The 
article calls attention to the facilities afforded by the Commercial 
Library. 

New regulations have come into force in the 
Libraries. Parliamentary Eleftors may — their own tickets ; 
the Supplementary Ticket may be used for aay class of book; extra 
tickets Te non-fiction books, not exceeding six, may be obtained for 
the purpose of study or research. 


Manchester 
The Manchefter Librarian for January contains a highly informative 
article on “ The Union Shelf Register and the Book Exchange Service 


Norwich 

The new Branch on the Earlham H Estate, which 
was formally by the Lord Mayor of Norwich (H. P. Gowen, 
Esq., J.P.) on y, November 7th, has proved most successful, 


‘eat 
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. the gap in the main rampart to the small gravelled plateau in the 
a. highest part of the field by the Churchyard wall. 
i Small finds have been comparatively few this year, but are of 
is from the last quarter of the first century to the latter part of the 
gs Whether or not this occupation was continuous as yet there is no 
4 certain evidence. The coins found are only five, and these so far 
centuries. Of largeSt proportion of the coarse ware 
ms was late, but the “ Samian ” ware that was found, both plain and 
ae decorated, belonged in the main to the second century. 
ihe The only bronze objeéts that were found were a stud and a small 
seétion of chain. 
; The upper layers produced sherds of Medieval pottery two 
4 silver pennies, one of Edward I. 

" Mr. G. M. Bland, F.R.G.S., Borough Librarian and Curator, 
| Nicoll, M.A.; “ Education,” by Sir John Adams, M.A., B.Sc.; 

| read at Rochdale to the N.W. Division of the Library Association 
Oaober last 
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port ee owers had been enrolled at the 


who formerly used the Central Library find it much more convenient 
to use the new Branch. The total number of books issued to the end 


of the year was 9,088, a daily average of 239. 


Sheffield 

The Lord Mayor of Sheffield (Alderman C. Beardsley) opened the 
new Junior Library at Hillsborough Branch on December 3rd. The 
new Library forms an additional wing to the existing Branch, and was 
ereéted at a total cost of £1,800, exclusive of site and bookstocks. 


The stock totals 3,000, and is arranged by groups in separate cases, the 
ordinary classification The furnishing and decoration 
of the room is on modern ideas in the design 


of furniture and lighting are incorporated. library has an area of 
1,200 square feet, exclusive of entrance hall. The opening of this library 
Public Libraries, which includes two new Branches and a new Central 


Library. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 

The Bulletin for December contains a very informative article 
entitled “A Romance of Christmas.” The librarian, Mr. Fred I. 
Cowles, has blossomed out as a “ poet ” and has contributed an ode 
“ To Edgar Wallace.” 


West Hartlepool 

Major J. A. Louis Downey, D.S.O., West "s 
Librarian, was married on December gth to Mrs. Josep ine Kennedy, 
daughter of the late Mr. Thos. Liddle of Easington. The ceremony 
took place at St. Joseph’s Church, West Hartlepool, in the presence of 
a very large gathering. The officiating clergy were the Rev. 
Bishop Goarie Kean and the Very Rev. Canon Wickwar. 


Library Reports 
Braprorp Public Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum.—s9th Annual 
Report. Population, 285,961. Chief Librarian, W.H. Barraclough. 
Rate, 3.683d. Income from Rate, £25,353. Stock: Lending, 
191,375; Reference, 93,439. Additions : Lending, 26,500; 
erence, 3,315. Issues: Lending, 1,661,757; Reference, 
168,360; Commercial Library, 104,260; Children’s Rooms, 
166,299. Borrowers, 38,708. Branches, 16. Travelling Libraries, 13. 
Although favourable results were obtained from last 's work, — 7 
development is quatly softrified theough the lack 
of fifty years. Negotiations are pending, however, regarding a site suitable for an 
upto dae inftibaton, and it is hoped a satisfa€tory conclusion will be reached very 
soon. Some of the branch libraries also suffer from congestion, whilst others are 


now the process of re-organization. Special attention has been given 
of costly works of reference and the is 
by the the Library. Visi Museum 
bered 107,860, and the estimated number to the Art Gallery 400,000. 


| 
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CuetmsrorD Public Library and Museum.—z23rd Annual 
1928-9. Population, 23,000. Borough Librarian and Curator. 
Waites, A.L.A. Stock: Lending, 13,408; Juvenile, 1,661; Ref- 
ernce, 3,308; Essex Colle&ion, 828. Additions » 1,605. Issues : 
Lending, 118,638 : Juvenile, 2 , 261. Borrowers, 2,603. 

Chelmsford is another inStance of a lib: in its 
wash by of Send ond infnce of goahead library being hampered in it 
utmost, and aancly 6 quasar of the Mock has to be 
the public. The staff at times is inadequate to cope with the rush of borrowers and 
attend to the duties of other departments. It is to find such a substantial 
increase in the issues under so trying circumstances. issues have been doubled 
in the last six years. 

CHELTENHAM Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum.—Annual 
Report for 1928-1929. Librarian and Curator, D. W. Herdman, 
F.L.A. Rate, 1d. for a purposes. Income from Rate, 
£2,347. Population, 49,580. Stock: Lending, 21,842; Junior, 
2,608 ; Reference, 28,775. Additions, 3,730. Withdrawals, 1,062. 
Issues: Lending, 147,852; Junior, 25,778; Reference, 72,956. 
Borrowers, 7,006. 

The large number of additions to stock made possible grant from the 

United Kingdom Trust is largely responsible ie the increased issues. 

The book fund for the year amounted to £880. 2,359 vols. were received as gifts. 
Co-operation with local societies resulted in the delivery of 22 le&tures and meetings 
of various in the Art Gallery. As an educational riment a weekly visit 
of a class ys was arranged. The boys were i by their teacher in the 
use of the Reference Library. It is believed that these visits are produétive of excel- 
lent results. Additional Storage space for about 2,000 books has been provided 
by the construction of a floor over the corridor. 

DurHam County Council, Education Department.—4th Annual 
Report of the County Librarian, 1929. County Librarian, B. Barton- 
Eckett. Population served, 430,294. Stock, 85,593. Issues, 
754,728. Borrowers, 52,123; Branches 228. 

The year just closed has been one of unparalleled development in e depart- 
ment and aétivity. More liberal facilities have been offered and the collie onan 
has increased in ratio. 50 additional Branch Libraries were established providi 
books for another 100,000 borrowers. There are now only three districts whi 
are not incorporated in the County scheme. The issues were 262,211 more than 
those recorded in the previous year. To facilitate the delivery of book boxes a 
new system of transport is to be put into operation at once. The expenditure for 
— ted Kingdom Trott Great things are hoped for from this generous 


PrymoutH Pusiic Lrsraries.—s2nd Annual Report, 1928-1929. 
Population, 210, 036. City Librarian, Fred’k C. Cole. Rate, 1.62d. 
Income, £7,398. Stock: Lending, 56,342; Reference, 28,230. 
Additions, 5,324. Issues: Lending, 434,409; Reference, 88,479. 
Borrowers, 12,033; extra tickets, 2377. Branches, 5. 

Returns show increased activities all diretions, 


Public Art Gallery Che nd 
rt, 1928-1929. Population, 93,000 Librarian ‘ator, 
4 Rate, 2.74d. Income. £4,541. Stock: Lending, 46,183 ; 


| 

7 

improved resources the Libraries offer may be con- 

: fidently anticipated. The Librarian has furnished a report on the proposed extension 

ofthe library sytem and its probable that « new branch will be in the near 

: future. The ittee proceedings against a man, who was subsequently i 

g j conviéted and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment, for the theft of a dire&tory : 
The Libraries have become an “ Outlier Library” for 

the Central Library for Students. 


OR 
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Reference, 19,846. Additions, 5,122. Withdrawals, 3,157. 
Issues : Lending, 303,494; Young People’s Library, 9,401 ; Refer- 
ence, 8,688 ; Open helves, 21,300. Borrowers, 18,039; extra 

their children to come to the Library so many busy Streets. These facts 
be at once provided in the new arcas. 
oes the slight decrease in the issues to juvenile readers the total circulation 
nearly 4,000 more than last year. At the Art Gallery and Museum 83,708 
Srocxrort.—Report of the Parks, Museums and Libraries Com- 
mittee, 1929. Population, 123,315. Borough Librarian, Richard 
ae. Rate, 1.71d. Income from Rate, £5,334. Stock: 
Lending, 62,223; Reference, 15,950. Additions, 5,508. With- 
drawals, 5,507. Issues: Lending, 391,530; Reference, 35,576; 
School Libraries, 107,326 ; Blind Readers, 170. Borrowers, 25,119. 
1 Branch. 

Some interesting features are brought to light in examining the figures given 


a good deal below last year’s totals. Notwithstanding, the issues were again well 

expans t, t cen te te to 

are Still very popular. Grants are now being made to members of the staff who are 
in professional examinations. 

WarRINGTON Municipal Library.—Report for the year ending June 
30th, 1929. Population, 80,000. Chief Librarian, John McAdam. 
Income from Rate, £3,894. Stock: Lending, 25,960; Children’s 
Library, 4,801; Reference, 24,072. Additions, 4,237. Issues: 

. Lending, 183,040; Children’s Library, 57,351; Blind Readers, 

1,687. Borrowers, 10,555 ; extra tickets, 7,516. 


Book-Selection Guide 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 
Tre LrsraRiAn’s GUIDE, 1929-1930. Edited by Geoffrey R. Axon. 
8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 178. Liverpool, Literary Year Books 


to some extent owing to the close setting of entries. This is a mere detail in view 


im the above eport. ie met increase in stock amount to on y I volume. Ss 1s 
accounted for by the exceptionally large number of obsolete and worn-out books 
that were withdrawn. The Stocks at both the Central and Branch Libraries are now 

_| 
Although undue congeStion in the Lending departments had a tendency to 
Careful attention is being given to the problem of providing itional accom- 
modation, and a building bens of 
Library on the Committee’s own land. An additional Delivery Station was opened, 
and an existing one was destroyed by fire during the year. The non-fiétion issue 
| bas increased a} per cent. 
| Press, 1929. 
| We welcome Mr. G. R. Axon in the capacity of the new editor of this publica- 
i tion, which undoubtedly fills a gap. He has done his work well, having re-modelled 
the section ing with libraries in ni in every way i the 
work and eliminated inaccuracies. The only criticism we have to offer is that in 

| the _ desire to compress the book into a handy form he has sacrificed a 

Ul 
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Waurraxer’s Boox List. Annual Volume, 1929. A 
Classified List of Publications issued from January to December, 
lishers and prices. 8vo, cloth, pp. xx., 316. London, Whitaker, 
1930. net. 

This annual volume completes the of an indispensable compilation. 

extended. Pasticuians of over 15,000 editions published Casing given. 


Tennant (F. R.) adage Volume II., The World, 
The Soul, and , cloth, pp. xiv., 276. Cambridge, 
University Press, 1930. a net. 

i theology with a view to eStablish- 


Osporn (E. S.) Socrates and His Friends. 8vo, cloth, PP. 254. 
London, Hodder, (1930). 2s. 6d. net. 
A welcome addition to the titles The 
Harris (H. Wilson) Naval Disarmament. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 124. 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 


At this moment a discussion of the 
present Lon Conference will be found by those 
current negotiations intelligently with knowledge of events problems 
which have led up to the position to-day. A clearly-written outline of an intensely 
complicated subje&. 

MarsHatt (C. F. Dendy) Centenary History of the Liverpool and 

Manchester Railwa To which is is ap a transcript of the 

relevant portions of Rastrick’s “ ill” Notebook. Illustrated. 


4to, boards, Seaeen kak pp. ix., 192. London, Locomotive 
Publishing Co., 1930. 30s. net. 


the 
both proposed and used, is account of the great competition, and 
his b aed ie, foam tock wtih win bs 
ystem. 


Verritt (A. Hyatt) Great Conquerors of South and Central America. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 390. London, Appleton, 1929. 
tos. 6d. net. 


Stories of the Spanish conquest are brimful of interest. When one 
icks up a book dealing with this subje&, if in an interesting way it is really a 
The book we are dealing with is no exception. Here 


we have placed before us in moét language Stories of Cortes, Montezuma’s 
in land of the tres 


Brereton (Cloudesley) Modern Teaching in Day and 
Evening Schools. With special reference to London. Demy &vo, 
cloth,. pp. xvi., 280. London, University of London Press, 
1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

and E Schools during — Part I. deals with and Central 


— 
The history of railways is recorded in a Se and well-illustrated 5 
a volumes but not one surpasses the present book, which both as an historical and as a be 
i r. Dendy Marshall’s arrangement of his historical material, showing every Step in 
(33 
. a and more particularly to the Language Specialist. 
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303-512. London, Pitman, 1929. 7s. 6d. net per vol 

The first two volumes of a very com work on its subje& deals with 
the Paint S Equipment and Materials, other things. The second volume 
heraldry. It will eventually in 6 


PrumBInG AND Gasrirrinc. A Complete Work Praétical 
Specialists, describing modern practice in the work of the Plumber 


A praétical and up-to-date work on a very 
wil bo 6, Tan. Get veiw with 
materials, industrial uses of gas and physics. Volume II. contains on 
gas distribution, air, oxidati ion, gas meters and gas lighting 
Woopnouse (Thomas) The ion and Weaving of Artificial 


imental Science. Being a Series of 

Simple and Surprising riments in Mechanics, Sound, Heat, 

Light, Magnetism and Eleétricity. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
Pp. xvi., 280. London, Appleton, 1929. 6s. net. 

is is a book by Frank Collins ; we need hardly say any more in its praise. 

It should be compulsory for every librarian to place his latest work in the Juvenile 


Crerx (E. G.) Rhymes of Times and Climes. 8vo, cloth, pp. 50. 
Blac , Palatine Books Co., 1929. 2s. 6d. net. 
An example from this volume of verse shows a reckless kind of humour :— 


the of important ks there seems, at the time, 
no end. The more realistic, horrible and sad the details, the more w the 
author’s renown. In this case the story centres round the tragic figure of a Padre 
thrown, fresh from a parsonage, into the blazing hell of war. No wonder 
he is overcome by the terror of his bewildering task, no wonder his will is in- 
sufficient to carry him his ordeal triumphant! We have here a Story pre- 
sented in a form worthy of the controversy which rages around it. 


Brazme (Bruce) THROUGH THE Eyes OF THE JUDGE (A Novel). 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 
evldence Sor the a few for the a sarpcio at thy ta 


PAINTING AND Decoratinc. A complete work by praétical specialists | 
describing modern praétice in the training and work of the 
Painter and Decorator. Edited by Charles H. Eaton. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth. Volume I., pp. viii., 300; Volume IL, : viii., 
and - = = by Percy Manser. = Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, Volume I., pp. viii., 256; Volume II. pp. viii., 259-508. 
London, Pitman, - 6s. net. 
Silk or Rayon. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 232. London, 
Pitman, 1929. 10s. 6d. net. 
The author claims for his book that it is the first English work dealing with the 
. At a 
new ade this work he as an important 
(W. Teignmouth) Dinner Building, also Luncheons and 
. Suppers. With a Preface by Gilbert Frankau. Sm. 8vo, cloth, 
pe. xii., 180. London, Batsford, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 
Whilst Richardson has jugged the port, and Gladys corked the hare.” i 
BensteaD (Charles R.) Retreat. A Story of 1918. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
. 318. London, Methuen, 1930. _7s. 6d. net. P 
UN 
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Bropuy (John) Peter Lavelle. Cr. London, 
7s. 6d. net. 
efiion taher place ton years after the wat, tne theowing 
on modern conditions. 
Greco (Cecil Freeman) The Murder on the Bus. Cr. sos 
288. London, Hutchinson, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 
She Higgins, already well-known to readers of detective 
tories, appears in this ingenious crime Story. 
Lzs (Mary) “ It’s a Great War!” Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 690. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1930. 10s. net. 
War is long, therefore a book to represent it must be lengthy, and perhaps also 


its incidents gain of a photographic pifture by being presented in the 
this form of 2 phrases and hed In of the irritating effe& of 


RE 
: 


a base hospital and a canteen. 
G (Emil) Diana. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 680. London, Allen and 
Unwin, 1930. 8s. 6d. net. 
The author, and Nepocon, here gies ws ito Bon, 


Al 


gifted wi intelligence and sensibility, is worked out vivi 
ab git wth hgh and worked out 


Nonrais (Kathleen) Passion Flower. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 364. London, 

domestic hich the receive 

of ateation and the qualises wg wah 


are divulged. 
Souvrar (Andrew) Silence! Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Hutchinson, (1 n, (1930). 7 7s. 6d. net. 
A myStery no unusual character. 
Watsx (J. M.) THe Mystery or THE GREEN CATERPILLARS. Cr. 8vo, 


cloth p Pp. 320. London, Hamilton, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Kent Epucation Commrrree County Lrsrary.—Drama Catalogue. 
8vo, wrappers, pp. viii., 88. 6d. net. 

Tue Liprary JourNAL.—Vol. 54: No. 19, Nov. 18t; No. 20, Nov. 
15th; No. 21, Dec. 18; No. 22, Dec. 15th, 1929. Vol. 55: 
No. 1, Jan. 18; No. z., Jan. 15th, 1930. 

READING WITH A Purpose SERIES :— 
Atwater (Helen W.) Home Economics. 
Green Ley ony The Romance of Modern Exploration. 
Stevenson (John Alford) 
Cr. 8vo, cloth. ibrary Association, 1929. 
2s. 6d. net each. 

Lisr or Seriats in the Watkinson Library. Bulletin II. Hartford, 

9- 

formation, 1929-1930. Brooklyn, New York. 


a 

= 

Wison Vol. 4, No. 1, September; No. 2, Ottober; 
No. 3, November, 1929. New York, Wilson, 1929. 
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Tue Diploma of the Library Association has been awarded during 
1929 to the following :— 


Apams, Miss C. C. eco . «. District Library, Glasgow 
Apey, F. C. ese coo « Reference Li Manchester 
ALEXANDER, Miss M. ete + Public Library, Norwich 
ASADULLAH, K. M. —— Library, Calcutta 
BAKER, Reference, x 
y, D. Public Li Dublin 
BEASLEY, Miss L. A. Public Library, Coventry 
Biccs, J. H Public Li 
Brapsuaw, Miss E. M. ons « Reference Library, B: 
Buaxsrt, ja. Public Library, Sunder 
juTcuart, R. ... jothian Count rary, Edinburgh 
Cant, Miss M. .. owe -. Ladies’ e, Cheltenham 
Cooxs, Miss K. M. Reference Li , Birmingham 
Miss E. C. Notional Livecey ef Wala, Aberyetewyth 
TEAD, a 
Grazier, G. E. ... . County Library, 
Guildhall 
oe Public Library, Hull 
NTON, ° iterary an i » 
Hurcarnes, F. G. B. Central Lib: , Leeds 
ackson, C. tral Li , Birmi 
ILLARD, M. blic South; 
Quinn, Miss niversity of London, Kensington 
L ese Central Li , Lam 
Ress, E. J. Public Li i 
SARGEANT, H. Public , Coventry 
sexton, C. Central Library, 
*Suirs, F.R.S. Guil 
Srowzsrincs, A. J. D. . Public Li » St. lebone 
Srurrins, H. J. ow Cheshire County Library, Chester 
Tuorne, Miss W. K. ... one ose the High i for India, London 
Wa rorp, A. J. on Public Library, Stoke Newington 
ARNER, J. ... oun brary, 
WrtiaMs, Miss E. M. . National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth 


“e Indicates Diploma with Honours. 


University of London 
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 
EASTER VACATION SCHOOL IN FLORENCE. 

Tue School of Librarianship this year is holding its Vacation School 
at Florence, at the invitation of the British Institute of Florence. 
This will be the second visit. The previous visit in 1926 was a 
brilliant success, nearly eighty students taking part. The programme 
that has been arranged is also very much a repetition of that of 1926. 

The party will leave London on Friday night, March 28th, will 
spend the following night at Lucerne, and proceed by the San Gothard 
to Milan and Florence. Work will begin at the Institute on Monday, 
March 31$t, with a programme covering the three subjeéts : Librarian- 
ship, Literature and Phonetics. Mr. Harold E. Goad, Direétor of the 
Institute, is arranging a course also on Florentine Architecture, Paint- 
ing and History, by himself and other experts, which will be illustrated 
with lantern slides. Mr. H. W. Acomb, M.A., will give a course on 
various branches of “ Modern Library Administration.” Dr. Baker, 
DireG&tor of the School, will leGture on “ Some Novelists, chiefly 
American,” and Mr. A. Lloyd James, M.A., will hold practical classes 
in English Phonetics (mainly for Foreign Students). 

There will be organised visits to Libraries, the University, 
the Galleries and Churches of Florence, and full-day excursions 
be arranged to Siena, Prato, Pisa, Lucca and other places. 

Librarians, library assistants, students of librarianship, and school 
teachers are invited to join the Vacation School. 

for details addressed to the 

niversity College, Mr. C. O. G. Douie, Gower Street, 

London, W.C.1. 
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NORTH MIDLAND BRANCH. 
FIRST ANNUAL MEETING, LEICESTER, January 161TH, 1930. 
Tue firs Annual Meeting of the North Midland Branch was held on 
— = at the Central Public Library, Leicester. 
members were welcomed by Alderman C. Squire, Chairman 
of the Joint Committee for the Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery, 
and Fe W. H. Smith, Vice-Chairman. 
porangho, poe congratulated the members on having attained 
Branch Status, spoke of the good work done at the Branch meet- 
, and particularly at the po Meeting of the Branches. Councillor 
. H. Smith followed an warm what Alderman Squire had 
said. Mr. W. H. Walton, of Derby, responded on behalf of the members. 
The Annual Business meeting was then held. The Minutes of 
the ious meeting were read, as were also the Annual Reports of 
the Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary. In the latter the Hon. Sec. 
continued the Annual Report for the period ended June 30th, 1929, 
bringing it up to date, and also gave suggestions for future activities. 
The following were elected to membership :— 


—_ as a non-professional member. 
It was announced that the next meeting would be at Peter- 


oa April, and that the Joint Meeting would be at Morecambe 


Printed ies of the new Branch Rules were distributed. 

Dr. E. E. Lowe, in a few well-chosen words, induéted Mr. W. A. 
Briscoe into the Presidential Chair. His eleétion to the office of 
first President of the new branch was received with enthusiasm, and 
Mr. Briscoe briefly responded. 

Scrutineers were appointed to count the votes recorded for the 
ele&tion of the Council. Mr. Ormerod and Mr. Carlin kindly under- 
took this task. As this is the first election by ballot, it might be noted 
that voting papers were sent to 96 members and that 60 recorded their 


The Officers and Council for the year are as follows :— 


took to edit it. 
Dr. Lowe and his staff were accorded a hearty vote of thanks 


for so kindly making the arrangements for ing the meeting at 
Leicester. 


4 
Miss Lock, Assistant - . - Peterbo: 
Miss E. M. Jahn, Assiftant - - - Lincoln : 
L Miss A. Howe, Assistant - - - Mansfield a 
ie Mr. R. W. D. Seville, Assistant - - Leicester oad 
: Ex-President: Mr. W. A. Fenton, M.A., Cambridge. 
ecretary i Pierce, = ing. 
Council : Dr. Lowe, Mr. G. K. Wilkie, Mr. W. H. Walton, Mr. 7 
A. Smith, Miss Caddy, Mr. W. P. Woolston, Mr. R. W. [am 
Brown, Mr. E. Osborne, Mr. G. Chester. 
Miss Porter, Kettering, was appointed Hon. Librarian on the [im 
resignation of Misses Coe and Wilson. <¥ 
: suggested-by the L.A., was discussed, and Mr. Briscoe kindly under- snr 


_ Now our NEW. BOOKSHOP jis completed’ 
= 
highly oxganised search department if at yout 

_ setvice.to-find. difheult and out-of-print. Books..--— 


Published. Catalogue 541. Recent 
Post free-on request. 


HEFFER: & SONS LTD. 
Tel 86a 


LEAF LINING and OVERSEWING 


PATENT OVERSEWING 


|. 


THE OVERSEWING PROCESS 
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—i- Swell the back of the book unduly. Ee 
Form ¢ knife-lke edge egaiost which 
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from eath otiter when the: 
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| OVersewine Machine Co. 


QUICKER SERVICE 


HE EXTENSIONS TO OUR; BINDERY ARE NOW 

COMPLETED ENABLING US TO DEAL EXPEDI- 
TIOUSLY WITH ORDERS AND RETURN BOOKS MORE 
QUICKLY TO THEIR LIBRARIES. 


IF YOU GREATLY NEED BOOKS RETURNED IN A FEW 
DAYS PLEASE. ADVISE US WHEN YOU WILL SEND 
THEM AND WE UNDERTAKE TO BIND ANY NUMBER 
TO MEET YOUR URGENCY. = 


SUCH BOOKS WOULD HAVE THE SAME CARE AND 
ATTENTION AS ALL OTHER ORDERS. 


ALL BOOKS WE BIND ARE TREATED WITH INGENUITY— 
AND ALL MATERIALS CHOSEN FOR THEIR GOOD 
WEARING QUALITIES. 


WE BIND IN ATTRACTIVE COVERS OF PLEASING 
COLOURS, FINISHED WITH CLEAR LETTERING AND 
VARYING DESIGNS AT PRICES WHICH SHOW THE 
UTMOST ECONOMY. 


PRICE LISTS OF OUR VARIOUS BINDINGS AND SAMPLE 
BOOKS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION (TOGETHER 
WITH A RANGE OF COLOURS IN WHICH WE STOCK OUR 
LEATHERS AND CLOTHS IF SO DESIRED). 


A CATALOGUE OF 8,000 FICTION AND JUVENILE BOOKS 
SO BOUND SENT FREE ON RECEIPT OF A POSTCARD. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. | 
Bookbinders and Booksellers xa 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
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